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(Northern Province includes the old provinces ol
Haifa, Dongola, and Berber.)
Geography and Climate
HALFA District extends from the Egyptian frontier to
the third Cataract: Dongola and Merowe Districts lie
between the third and fourth Cataracts, and Berber and
Southern Districts between the fourth and sixth or
Shabluka Cataract, forty miles north of Khartoum. The
inhabitants of Haifa, Dongola, Merowe, and Berber,
depend almost entirely on the Nile for their livelihood.
Their homes and lands lie along the Nile and they cling
to them with a tenacity unequalled perhaps by any other
people in the world. For a large part of its course
through the northern part of Berber and through most of
Haifa the Nile is shut in by barren rocky hills, beyond
which there is nothing but bare uninhabited desert.
In the southern parts of Merowe and of Southern
Districts, there are considerable numbers of nomads who
wander over the deserts with their herds of camels, sheep
and cattle in search of grazing. In the summer many of
them are compelled to come down to the Nile for water,
so that the Nile may truly be said to be the life-blood
of the inhabitants of this Province, From it they draw
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